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military administration by self government as soon as pos
sible   East and West have met in the dash of world wai
The expansion of Japan has brought her into conflict with
the expanding industrialism of Britain  the United States
and Holland    So the policy which first touched the region
when Cortez and all his men sighted the Pacific has turned
the Basin into a battleground    The widening circles of
imperialism have at last intersected  the modern conquista
dores of the Eastern and Western worlds have clashed
The only way to avoid war and to prevent conquest and
exploitation is by greater knowledge and understanding
History is only geography set m motion wrote Herder
and we must set ourselves to the study of human geography
and all that it implies No field of study will yield a richer
harvest than the countries of the Pacific Basin
Malaysia the Netherlands Indies and Melanesia have
great natural wealth These lands produce foodstuffs and
raw materials or contain minerals which are essential to the
industrial economy of other regions The traders went to
the Onent and the south west Paafic m search of food for
the factories of Europe and North America and of the
luxuries to which the people of the modern world have
become accustomed Those highly industrialized countries
have now shown greater interest m the exploitation of the
resources than in the development of the peoples of Paafic
countries They are now showing an even more intense
interest in the future control of the islands The purpose of
the following chapters is to give some of the reasons for this
great interest